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VERY VERSAILLES

Gala De Versailles Series Stuns Texans With Opulence
By Jonathan Spindel | Photography courtesy of American Friends Of Versailles
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THE SCENE:

Benefitting the restoration projects of
the Chéteau de Versailles, the Ameri-
can Friends of Versailles, the brain-
child of Chicago resident Catharine
Cline Hamilton who is originally from
Amarillo, hosted extraordinary events
Marjorie Vickers benefiting the restoration of The
and Becky, Dodson Queen’s Guard Room at the exquisite
French landmark. The Société des
Amis de Versailles committed in 2017
to join efforts alongside the American
Friends to complete the financing of
the restoration of its marbled walls
and wood floor.
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Comtesse Nathalie
Serge de la Catherine Pegard
Bedoyere and David Hamilton
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Francine LeFrak Friedberg - Genevieve The Royal Organ in concert

and Richard Ware - Antonow.
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Anne-Marie deGanay
and Prince Nicolas
Dadeshkeliani

Libby Horn

Richard Cline and-Janet Cafaro

Laura and Joseph Street
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Hundreds of guests, many of whom
were Texans, arrived at the palace
after attending myriad exclusive

events, luncheons and cocktails
throughout the week of festivities
at the fabulous residences of many
honorable chairmen and committee
members, culminating in a special
reception in the Palace of Versailles
itself. Part of the festivities included
Catharine Cline Hamilton receiving

the Arts & Letters Commandeur award.

The week’s festivities began with
a welcome reception by Catherine
Pégard, president of the Palace of
Versailles, in La Galerie des Cotelle
in the Grand Trianon to view the
exhibition dedicated to the famed
artist Jean Cotelle the Younger.

Lunch followed at the recently reno-
vated French contemporary restau-
rant in the Pavillon Dufour, in Chef
Alain  Ducasse’s Ore—Ducasse au
chateau de Versailles. Pilar and Juan
Pablo Molyneux, Vice Presidents of
the American Friends of Versailles
Board of Directors, hosted a cocktail
dinatoire in their exquisite Parisian
residence in the Marais.
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Craig Hoffman and
Sharon Oeschger
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Ditt Cline & Bonnie
Phillip Hartung

David and Whitney Gerkin, Brinkley and Patsy
Dickerson & Will Dickerson

Susan Gutfreund-and
Baron de I’Espee of Prague

Frederic Brun and Maria Shrem



Nehama Jacobs, Genevieve Antonow
and John Parkerson

H.R.H. Princess Camilla

of Bourbon Two Sicilies . ]

Duchess of Castro and Kaitlin Esposito and
Juan Pablo Molyneux Nathan Glassell

James Hanson and Betty Smith Boston
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Other highlights of the event week
included a Champagne reception
and amazing private tour of
the Elysée Palace with Madame
Emmanuel Macron, wife of the
President of the French Republic;
cocktails with Ambassador Jamie
McCourt celebrating international
volunteerism at another world-
renowned, grand Hétel Particulier on
the Faubourg Saint-Honor¢; a festive
dinner dance cruise on the Seine; a
luncheon hosted by the Prince and
Princess of Bourbon-Two Sicilies in
their sumptuous private residence
overlooking the Seine; and other
lluminating events surrounding the
high black-tie gala at Versailles.

The guests at the gala were enveloped
by sounds coming from the royal
chapel organ, a truly majestic,
exceptional experience since Mozart
played for King Louis XV on the same
mstrument. The grand dinner was
served in the Salon d’Hercule, one of
the grandest rooms in the Chateau,
where guests dined on cuisine created
by Le Notre with wines generously
provided by the Académie du Vin de
Bordeaux. Following the sumptuous
dinner full of the international Jet
Set, the sky was illuminated by a
spectacular, grand display of feux
d’artifice in the manner of the 18th
century to baroque music with
fountains flowing.

THE CAUSE:

Benefitting the American Friends of
Versailles, the honorable chairmen
and many more board members
helped make this year’s events a
success. It was inspiring for guests to
see all of the intense dedication in
bringing this mission to life.

HRH Princess Beatrice of Boaurbon Two
Sicilies and Rick Friedberg
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Piers Moreton, Wilhemina McFadden, Carole
McFadden and Alexander McFadden

Hon. Jamie McCourt and HR

H Prince Charles of

Bourbon Two Sicilies, Duke of Castro

Laurant Salome and
Peggy Berg
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